Somewhat of a mystery as well as a tragedy……… 

The family of Frank Zink and Kitty his wife, along with Nellie Hart (daughter) appear in Union, Highland Co. in 1900.  They are living and surrounded by the family of Joel Hart’s descendents.  Kitty was born in October of 1865.   Trying to determine in the marriage records who she is or which Hart she was married to has been a mystery and challenge.   

Highland County Marriages

Kate Hart m. Henry Chaney Oct. 4th, 1882   Is this Kate, the marriage was applied for but never filed???? 

Kittie Hart m. Frank Zink Feb. 28th, 1891.      
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TRIPLE MURDER

At the Dines Home Near Hillsboro Sunday Night

PARENTS FIND AWFUL CRIME

Upon Their Return Home-Bodies Strewn About the House and Everything Disarranged

  A frightful murder took place on the Dines farm, a mile or so out of Hillsboro, Sunday night, in which two young girls, Madge Dines aged 16 and Nellie Hart aged 14, were killed with a revolver and were killed, this believed, by one David Baldwin, or Deatly, his father being a Deatly and his mother a Baldwin, aged 18. The father and mother of Miss Dines went to Hillsboro to hear the annual baccalaureate sermon of the schools of that city leaving the daughter and her friend with Baldwin, and on returning, discovered the frightful condition of affairs in their home. The two girls had been murdered in their room upstairs, the Hart girl having been killed in her bed. The room indicated that the Dines girl had jumped from her bed and engaged in a struggle with her assailant, as the room was in great disorder. The instrument of death, in their case, was a revolver belonging to Mr. Dines, which had been taken from a drawer and returned after use. Going from the upper part of the h!
 ouse to the second floor the murderer, procuring a shotgun, to whose trigger he attached a small bottle to assist him in discharging it with his toes, killed himself. When discovered he was lying full length on the floor, with his hands crossed over his breast. Baldwin, as he was known, was from the neighborhood of West Union and was taken in by the Dines family two years ago as a stray, without home. He was not regarded as having any bad or dangerous tendencies.  He was extremely ignorant, having no school education whatever. The coroner who investigated the case reported that he had committed the crime while laboring under a fit of temporary insanity. There are some who believe that Baldwin lost his life while defending the home from burglars, but in this the coroner is not inclined to agree.
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   The young man who killed the Dines and Hart girls near Hillsboro, and then himself, was named David Bradford, instead of David Baldwin and David Deatly, as variously reported. He is a son of Columbus Bradford, of near West Union, married to a daughter of William Baldwin who owned 600 acres of land on the headwaters of Beasley Fork. The young man had created a disturbance at a church near West Union three years ago and was away to avoid the processes of the officers. To aid in this he gave fictitious names-taking his mother's name with the Dines family. Owing to this mixing up of names considerable difficulty was experienced by the sheriff of Adams county in hunting up the young man's relatives, no one knowing David Baldwin. By accident a young man, known as "Mug" Bradford, stated that he had a brother David working in Highland county and following this clue his identity was established.
