By Jeanne Martz Gernert

Andrew C. Martz, publisher of “The Okeene Record,” official newspaper of Okeene, Oklahoma, was born February 11, 1897 in Watonga, Oklahoma, youngest child of nine children of D. J. and Sarah Margaret Martz. His father was the founder of the first newspaper in Blaine County, “The Watonga Rustler,” which was established October 18, 1892 in Watonga. D. J. Martz was also a pioneer lawyer of Blaine County.


Andrew C. Martz grew up in Watonga and was graduated with the Watonga High School Class of 1915. Alter high school he worked as a linotype operator at Watonga, Collinsville and Alva. When World War I broke out, he enlisted in the 39th Artillery March 25, 1918 and went through training on heavy artillery at Ft. Flagler, Washington. Alter several months of training, his outfit was at Camp Upton, Long Island, ready to go overseas when the Armistice was signed.

“I was discharged from the Army at Camp Funston, Kansas, December 18, 1917,” he said. “I went back to work on the Alva Daily Pioneer, where I was when I enlisted, then came to Okeene in April, 1919.”

March 5, 1919, he married Maud Sunderland. Andrew Martz purchased the Okeene Record in April, 1919 and recalls, “I think I had about $35 in cash at the time, but a local bank financed the deal.”

Joe Roetzel, local pioneer banker, financed the purchase. When Martz bought the newspaper, it was almost inactive. He built it up to its present circulation of 1250. The first home for the Martzes in Okeene was a small white house where the present lumber yard is located on E. Okla. Ave. They later moved to what is now 114 W. Broadway; then purchased the former Joe Naylor home on North Main; and finally purchased their present home, 120 N. 3rd St., and moved there about 1924.

The Okeene Record office was first located where the present Nease Insurance is located. It was later moved across the street to its present site on Main Street.

Two daughters were born to the Martzes, Andina Lonzodelle in 1920, and Jeanne Maxine in 1923. Both are graduates of Okeene High School and the University of Oklahoma. The Martzes have nine grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren.


Martz cites the most outstanding experience of his career was the purchase of the other newspaper in Okeene, The Okeene Leader. He consolidated it with the Okeene Record, which was the successor to the Longdale News. The Okeene Record has been the only newspaper in Okeene since Martz purchased the Leader. It is an independent weekly and comes out on Thursday morning. As publisher of the Okeene Record, Martz always took an active part in community and state affairs. He served as a member of the Okeene School Board for many years, is past president of the Okeene Chamber of Commerce and Kiwanis Club and is a member of the 50-year Club of the Oklahoma Press Association. The Martz family has been active in the First Christian Church of Okeene and Andrew has served as deacon and elder. He also is a Mason and past commander of the Henry Blender Post 191 of the American Legion.

In 1946, Martz sold half interest in the Okeene Record to his son-in-Law, J. E. Gernert, who had just completed four years service in the Navy during WWII. Jay and Jeanne Gernert worked with Andrew in publishing the Okeene Record until Andy retired about 1965. In 1970 Andy sold his remaining interest to the Gernerts, who have been sale owners since that time. The newspaper was printed by the letterpress method until December, 1974, when it became an offset publication
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